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HOUSING AND WORKS 
Question:  Hon Giz Watson asked -   

(1) Will you clarify whether the additional money for housing in the budget is new money or just a rollover 
of the homelessness strategy money? 

(2) How much is budgeted to fund the state housing strategy for 2004-2005? 

(3) What is the increase in GST funding from the Commonwealth? 

(4) How much of this funding will be going toward social housing? 

(5) How much is budgeted to create an affordable housing company? 

Answer: 

(1) The homeless strategy money is classed as operational and not included in the budget papers.  The 
programs, as set out, represent the capital works for 2004-2005. 

(2) The state housing strategy is still in conceptual stage and as such no budgeted funds have been applied 
as yet. 

(3) There is no GST funding from the Commonwealth for 2004-2005. 

(4) The funding is provided to the programs as set out. 

(5_ Approximately $40 000 has been spent to date on research and development of the company structure.  
Capital and operational budgets will be put in place when company structure and policies are finalised. 

Question:  Hon Giz Watson asked -: 

First home buyers receive total exemption from stamp duty when purchasing a property equal to or less than the 
nominated median house price; that is, $220 000 and a concessional rate for properties from $220 000 to 
$300 000.  However, for second and consequent purchasers, greater concessions are offered to those purchasing 
more expensive properties. 

Stamp Duty Rates 
Price   Old Rate   New Rate  Difference 
$0-$80,000    2.3%      2.2%      0.1% 
$80,000-$100,000   3.45%      3.3%      0.15% 
$100,000-$250,000   4.75%      4.5%      0.25% 
$250,000-$500,000   5.9%      5.6%      0.3% 
$500,000+    6.3%      6.0%      0.3% 

Treasury examples of the value of the new stamp duty rates: 
Property value  Current conveyance New Conveyance    Saving 
$100,000          $2,530         $2,420       $110 
$200,000          $7,280         $6,920       $360 
$500,000        $24,405       $23,170    $1,235 
$1,000,000        $55,905       $53,170    $2,735 
$5,000,000      $307,905     $293,170  $14,735 

Why is the government offering the largest stamp duty concession to those purchasing WA’s most expensive 
properties? 

Answer: 

The Government has targeted its taxation relief to those who need it most - first home buyers and certain other 
purchasers of lower value property.  In fact, the most generous concessions in the tax package are for lower 
value properties.  

As you are aware, the measures in the budget will mean that, from 1 July 2004, first home buyers of established 
properties will not pay any conveyance duty on purchases valued at up to $220 000 and will receive a concession 
on purchases up to $300 000. 

The vast majority of first home buyers purchase lower value properties and will be assisted by this measure.  For 
instance, purchases of a first home valued at $190 500, the first home median price in the March quarter 2004, 
will not incur conveyance duty.  Indeed, under the new first home buyer arrangements, this means that no stamp 
duty would be paid by around 70 per cent of first home buyers, while a further 18 per cent will receive a partial 
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exemption.  Together with the existing $7 000 first home owner grant, first home buyers will receive $15 230 to 
purchase a home. 

In addition, subsequent purchases of a principle place of residence or low value business property valued up to 
$200 000 will be eligible to receive concessionary duty treatment.  Currently, this concessionary treatment, 
which applies a rate of duty as low as 1.5 per cent, is only available for properties valued up to $135 000. 

While there are substantial concessions for purchases of low value property, the 2004-05 budget also provides 
for across the board reductions in conveyance duty.  The revised scale has been designed to provide reductions in 
each rate in the conveyance duty of around 5 per cent (after allowing for rounding of the rate of duty), providing 
the same proportional reduction in the rate of marginal duty across all property values. 

Following implementation of the 2004-05 budget measures, the conveyance duty scale will continue to be 
progressive, meaning purchases of more expensive property continue to pay the higher rates of duty.  At the 
same time, the Government’s revised conveyance duty regime will provide substantial concessional treatment 
for purchases of lower value property. 

Question:  Hon George Cash asked - 

Provision of Public Housing to All Persons 
My question is related to the ability to properly analyse the pattern of access to accommodation of Aboriginal 
persons. 

(1) Do you collect data relative to the advantage and disadvantage of your users in respect to the access 
and occupation of your premises.  

(2) What specific analytical studies have you done to determine the particular needs of Aboriginal persons. 

(3) Is it possible that due to a lack of adequate qualitative data that your Department indirectly 
discriminates against Aboriginal persons. 

(4) What Reasonableness Test does The Department of Housing and Works apply in analysing the need for 
this data. 

(5) What is the Charter of Homes West in respect to its functions. 

(6) Do your actions in evicting families with children, breach any international covenants or treaties 
relating to the rights of the child. 

(7) Have you considered your policies having regard to the international covenants and treaties relating to 
the rights of the child and if so what conclusions did you draw.  

(8) What are the criteria required to be met to gain access to Homeswest rental accommodation. 

(9) How many persons who have applied for rental accommodation in each of the last 5 years did not 
satisfy the criteria required to gain access. 

(10) What is the Racial breakdown of such persons. 

Answer: 
(1) The Department maintains specific data on the application for and occupation of its properties by both 

Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal people.  This data is based on the self-identification of applicants as 
being of Aboriginal descent at the time of application.  From this information the Department is able to 
extract data on access to and occupation of Homeswest accommodation.  However, I would point out 
that due to significant understating of ethnicity by applicants the data extracted is not entirely reliable. 

(2) The Department monitors demand for its accommodation and other housing services largely via the 
approaches it receives from eligible applicants and its tenants.  It also monitors national and state 
reports including Census data, reports from the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute and 
any other relevant reports.  For Aboriginal people residing in remote areas of the State, the Department 
consults the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Community Housing and Infrastructure Needs Survey, the 
State Government funded Environmental Health Needs Survey and makes use of the regional 
information network via the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission regional council process. 

(3) No.  The Department does have the ability to extract some qualitative data on the comparison between 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal tenants and applicants. 

(4) An assessment of reasonableness essentially relates to whether or not something is or is not reasonable 
in all the circumstances of the case.  The Department does have the ability to extract some qualitative 
data on the comparison between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal tenants and applicants. 
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(5) Under the Housing Act 1980 Homeswest’s charter is “….to make better provision for housing and 
improving housing standards and conditions in the State, to encourage the use, development and 
redevelopment of land for housing and related purposes, to enable the carrying out of agreements and 
arrangements with respect to housing…” 
The objects of that Act are - 

(a) the improvement of existing housing conditions; 

(b) the provision of housing and land for housing; 

(c) the provision of assistance to enable persons to obtain accommodation or improve the 
standard of their accommodation; 

(d) the encouragement of the development and redevelopment of land for housing and 
related purposes; 

(e) the carrying into effect of agreements and arrangements entered into with the 
Commonwealth with respect to housing. 

(6) The Department acknowledges the impact eviction has on a family and it is on that basis that eviction 
action is taken as a measure of last resort only after all efforts to save the tenancy have failed.  The 
Department has procedures in place that ensure that no family with children is evicted without referral 
to an appropriate support agency.  The Department has protocols in place with the Department for 
Community Development for the referral of families with children who are facing eviction to ensure the 
child protection issues are considered by the appropriate agency.  The Department also directly provides 
more than $4 million per year in funding for support programs aimed helping families to maintain a 
tenancy. 

The Department’s action to evict only occurs after a decision by a Magistrate in the Local Court to 
grant an eviction order under the Residential Tenancies Act 1987. 

(7) Yes, the Department monitors the requirements of International Treaties and covenants and where 
necessary these are incorporated into its policies. As indicated in 6 above, the Department has measures 
in place to ensure issues relating to the protection of children are taken into consideration. For example, 
the Department’s Family and Domestic Violence Policy reflects the requirement that Article 9 of the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child (1989) states that the safety of the child must be paramount 
in all circumstances.  The Department also has a responsibility to comply with the requirements of all 
relevant State and Federal legislation. 

(8) Under Homeswest’s Eligibility Policy, in order to be eligible for Homeswest accommodation applicants 
must: 

- be a Western Australian resident; 
- have an income source in Western Australia; 
- not own real property; 
- not have cash assets, including shares, totalling more than $35,600 for single applicants, 
$59,400 for couples, or $80,000 for seniors over 60 years (singles or couples); and  
- must be income eligible as determined by the following table 

 
WEEKLY INCOME FOR PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY 

METRO 
& COUNTRY 

NORTHWEST 
REMOTE 

METRO 
& COUNTRY 

NORTHWEST 
REMOTE 

NO. OF 
PERSONS 
IN 
HOUSEHOLD 

Single  
Income 

Dual  
Income 

Single  
Income 

Dual  
Income 

Single  
Income 

Dual  
Income 

Single  
Income 

Dual  
Income 

1 Person  $390 - $550 - $490 - $690 - 
2 Persons $520 $600 $740 $850 $650 $750 $920 $1060 
3 Persons $630 $720 $880 $1010 $780 $900 $1100 $1280 
4 Persons $730 $840 $1030 $1190 $920 $1050 $1290 $1480 

* For households with more than four people, add $110 for each person after the fourth. Households with 
a family member with disabilities or similar, add $130. 

(9) The Department does not maintain data on the number of prospective applicants who have not met the 
Department’s eligibility requirements. 

(10) See (9) above.   

Question:  Hon George Cash asked - 
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I refer to the report of the State Homelessness Taskforce titled Addressing Homelessness in Western Australia 
dated January 2001 in which 68 recommendations were made. 
Which recommendations have been implemented and when did this occur and which recommendations are not 
going to be implemented and why? 
Answer:   
Of the 68 recommendations contained within the Government’s response Putting People First to the 
Homelessness Taskforce, the Department of Housing and Works has an involvement in 40 of the 
recommendations, of these 20 involve input from other government agencies. 
39 recommendations have been implemented with ongoing commitment.  The remaining recommendation is 
currently being considered by relevant agencies with a view to developing a responsive strategy. 

The status of all 68 recommendations, as at 31 March 2004, is currently being compiled in report format.  A 
copy of this report can be made available once the report has been completed. 

Supplementary Information No 58. 

Question:  Hon George Cash asked - 

I refer to page 1096 and in particular to entry on indigenous housing.  I am interested in the way in which the 
department properly analyses the pattern of access of Aboriginal persons to accommodation.  Does the 
department collect data relative to the advantage and disadvantage of its users and their access to and 
occupation of its premises?  What specific analytical studies has the department done to determine the particular 
needs of Aboriginal people?  Is it possible that due to a lack of adequate qualitative data, the department is 
indirectly discriminating against Aboriginal people? 

Answer: 

The Department maintains specific data on the application for and occupation of its properties by both 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal people.  This data is based on the self-identification of applicants as being of 
Aboriginal descent at the time of application.  From this information the Department is able to extract data on 
access to and occupation of Homeswest accommodation.  However, I would point out that due to significant 
understating of ethnicity by applicants the data extracted is not entirely reliable.  

The Department monitors demand for its accommodation and other housing services largely via the approaches 
it receives from eligible applicants and its tenants.  It also monitors national and state reports including Census 
data, reports from the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute and any other relevant reports.  For 
Aboriginal people residing in remote areas of the State, the Department consults the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics’ Community Housing and Infrastructure Needs Survey, the State Government funded Environmental 
Health Needs Survey and makes use of the regional information network via the ATSIC regional council 
process.   

No.  The Department does have the ability to extract some qualitative data on the comparison between 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal tenants and applicants. 

Supplementary Information No 58 (additional) 

Question:  Hon George Cash asked -  

My next question relates to the actions of the department in evicting families with children.  Is that a breach of 
any international covenants or treaties relating to the rights of the child?  What studies has the department done 
on its policies, having regard to the international covenants and treaties relating to the rights of the child, and 
what conclusions did the department draw? 

Answer: 

The Department’s action to evict only occurs after a decision by a Magistrate in the Local Court to grant an 
eviction order under the Residential Tenancies Act 1987. 

The Department acknowledges the impact eviction has on a family and it is on that basis that eviction action is 
taken as a measure of last resort only after efforts to save the tenancy have failed.  The Department has 
procedures in place that ensure that no family with children is evicted without referral to an appropriate support 
agency.  The Department has protocols in place with the Department for Community Development for the 
referral of families with children who are facing eviction to ensure the child protection issues are considered by 
the appropriate agency.  The Department also directly provides more than $4 million per year in funding for 
support programs aimed helping families to maintain a tenancy.   
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The Department monitors the requirements of International Treaties and covenants and where necessary these 
are incorporated into its policies.  For example, the Department’s Family and Domestic Violence Policy reflects 
the requirement that Article 9 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child (1989) states that the safety of 
the child must be paramount in all circumstances.  The Department also has a responsibility to comply with the 
requirements of all relevant State and Federal legislation.   
 


